Principal's End of Year Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

As another fantastic school year comes to an end, | have found myself reflecting on everything
we have achieved together. It is only when you stop to look back that you truly realise just how
much has happened over the past twelve months—and what an incredible year it has been for
Sudell.

This year has been one of our most significant yet. We welcomed our Ofsted inspection, an
important milestone in our school's journey. Whilst inspections naturally bring moments of
pressure, they also provide an opportunity to showcase everything that makes Sudell such a
special place. | could not have been prouder of our children, staff and wider school
community. The inspection recognised the hard work, dedication and commitment that goes
into making Sudell the wonderful school itis today.

We have also been delighted to receive both the Silver School Games Mark Award, The Eco
Award and the Health and Safety Award. These achievements reflect our commitment to
providing a safe, healthy environment where children can thrive whilst also ensuring that
sport, physical activity and wellbeing remain at the heart of school life.

This year has seen continued investment in our school environment, with several
improvements made to our building and facilities. These enhancements help us provide an
even better learning environment for our children, and we look forward to continuing this work
in the years ahead.

Of course, one of the most exciting additions to our school family has been our newest
member—Turbo the tortoise! Turbo has quickly become a firm favourite with both children
and staff and has brought lots of smiles and opportunities for learning about responsibility and
caring for animals.

Academically, there is so much to celebrate. Across the school we have seen children
achieve wonderful outcomes, but | would like to give a special mention to our fantastic
phonics results. The hard work of our children, staff and families has resulted in some
exceptional achievements, giving our youngest learners the strongest possible foundations for
future success.

We have also welcomed several new members of staff to Team Sudell this year. They have
quickly become valued members of our school family, bringing enthusiasm, fresh ideas and a
shared commitment to ensuring every child flourishes.



Alongside these new beginnings, we also prepare to say goodbye to someone who has been
at the very heart of Sudell for an incredible 30 years. Mrs Pearson has dedicated three
decades of her career to supporting generations of children and families. Her kindness,
commitment and unwavering dedication have left an immeasurable mark on our school
community. On behalf of everyone at Sudell, | would like to thank Mrs Pearson for everything
she has given to our school. She will be greatly missed, and we wish her every happiness and
success in her well-deserved retirement.

One of the things | am particularly proud of is the continued improvement in our attendance.
Year onyear we are seeing more children attending school regularly, allowing them to benefit
fully from everything Sudell has to offer. Thank you to all our families for supporting us with
this—every day in school really does matter.

Perhaps one of the biggest milestones this year is that, for the first time in over twelve
years, our Reception intake for September is completely full. This is a truly remarkable
achievement and demonstrates just how far Sudell has come on its journey. It reflects the
hard work of our staff, the wonderful children who represent our school so brilliantly, and the
confidence that our families place in us. We are incredibly proud that so many families have
chosen Sudell for the start of their children's educational journey.

When | look back over our calendar, | am genuinely amazed by the sheer number of
opportunities our children have experienced this year. Itis easy to take these things for
granted until they are all brought together.

Our pupils have enjoyed:

o Water sports experiences

e Forest School sessions across every year group

e Tripsto the Theatre

e Sporting competitions in cricket, football, athletics, gymnastics, netball and tag rugby

e Sports Day celebrations

e Educational visits including Smithills Farm, Darwen Library, Clitheroe and PwC
Manchester

e Zoolab animal workshops

¢ Recycling and environmental activities

¢ Raise the Roof at Blackburn Cathedral

o Rotakids leadership opportunities

e Secondary transition events

e Cricket coaching with Darwen Cricket Club

¢ Musical performances and community celebrations

e Bookfairs, library visits and reading events

¢ Transition experiences for our newest Reception children



These are just a snapshot of the experiences our children have enjoyed. They have learned
outside the classroom, developed new skills, represented the school with pride, built
confidence and created memories that will stay with them for years to come. We firmly
believe that education is about so much more than lessons alone, and we are proud to offer
such a rich and varied curriculum.

None of our successes would be possible without the continued support of our families. The
partnership between home and school is one of Sudell's greatest strengths. Whether it is
supporting learning at home, attending school events, ensuring excellent attendance or
simply encouraging your children to do their very best each day, your contribution makes an
enormous difference. Thank you for placing your trust in us and for working alongside us
throughout the year.

Finally, | would like to thank every member of our incredible staff team. Their passion, care
and commitment to our children never goes unnoticed. They continually go above and beyond
to provide the very best education and experiences for every child who walks through our
doors.

As we now head into the summer holidays, | hope you all have the opportunity to relax, spend
time together and make wonderful family memories.

Thank you once again for your continued support throughout another remarkable year.
Have a safe, happy and restful summer.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in September for another exciting year at
Sudell.

With very best wishes,

Mrs J Harty
Principal



